Reading Questions from “Population: a Lively Introduction”  http://www.prb.org/pdf07/62.1LivelyIntroduction.pdf
1. Define the difference between fecundity and fertility.

2. Why is total fertility in a country always less than fecundity?

3. List the proximate determinants of fertility.

4. What are the total fertility levels of each of the main racial/ethnic groups in the US?

5. Why would a country like Sierra Leone have a higher replacement level fertility (3) than do developed countries like the United States (2.1)?

6. What was the average life expectancy at birth in 1900 (globally)?  What is it now?  Why the change?
7. What are the three major indicators of social status that are all positively related to live expectancy?

8. Write out the demographic balancing equation.

9. Identify the four household types, and how the relative size of each has changed for the United States from 1970-2005.

10. Describe the three basic shapes of population pyramids, and what each shape means for growth.

11. Describe the asymmetrical shape of the population pyramid for the United Arab Emirates, and the reason for the unusual shape.

12. What are some of the effects of the large size of the baby boomers cohort in the US? (page 21)
13. What are a few of the examples given of the effects of unbalanced sex ratios on a society?

